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BCN Listserv: April 27 2010
To the Better Care Network:

Check out what’s new on our homepage, http://www.bettercarenetwork.org !

· Final Version of the Guidelines on Alternative Care Now Available! 
A resolution “welcoming” the Guidelines for the Alternative Care of Children was adopted by the United Nations General Assembly on 20 November 2009.  The finalized version from the November adoption is now available in English, French, Spanish, Chinese, Russian and Arabic!

The international guidelines seek to ensure that, on the one hand, children do not find themselves in out-of-home care unnecessarily and, on the other, out-of-home care provided is of a type and quality that corresponds to the rights and specific needs of the child concerned. They are designed to promote, facilitate and guide the progressive implementation of the Convention on the Rights of the Child in this particular area of concern. 
· Call for Updates on Use of Guidelines

BCN and partners continue to promote the Guidelines globally.  BCN will compile a database of examples of how the Guidelines are being used and implemented in terms of both policy and programming. We encourage our listserv members and colleagues to share updates on how  the Guidelines are being used and implemented around the world.  Send us updates at contact@bettercarenetwork.org 
To view the Guidelines in any of the six languages, follow the links below.

English - http://bettercarenetwork.org/bcn/details.asp?id=13743&themeID=1001&topicID=1007 
French 

http://bettercarenetwork.org/bcn/details.asp?id=15258&themeID=1001&topicID=1007 

Spanish

http://bettercarenetwork.org/bcn/details.asp?id=15257&themeID=1001&topicID=1007 

Chinese

http://bettercarenetwork.org/bcn/details.asp?id=15259&themeID=1001&topicID=1007 

Russian

http://bettercarenetwork.org/bcn/details.asp?id=16547&themeID=1001&topicID=1007 

Arabic

http://bettercarenetwork.org/bcn/details.asp?id=17701&themeID=1001&topicID=1007 
In addition to new resources on our homepage, we’re pleased to share many newly released job and consultancy postings, conference announcements, and news items.  Given the large amount available, we focused this week’s e-newsletter on these updates.  
Job Postings 

· UNICEF Consultancy on Informal Care and its Role in Child Protection Systems
UNICEF Headquarters seeks a consultant to review and analyze the global prevalence and types of informal care practices, and modalities used to ensure that this informal care offers a positive protective mechanism for children. 
The deadline for submission is 7 May 2010.  For more information, visit:  http://bettercarenetwork.org/bcn/details.asp?id=22447&themeID=1002&topicID=1013 
· UNICEF Namibia Consultancy on Foster Care

UNICEF Namibia with the Ministry of Gender Equality and Child Welfare plans to undertake a consultancy with the overall outcome of strengthening supported formal foster care systems.  Detailed tasks include the following:  develop foster care standards and guidelines; develop registration guidelines for foster care service providers; develop recruitment, assessment and training system for implementation of foster care guidelines, and registration processes.  To view the entire TOR, visit: 

http://bettercarenetwork.org/bcn/details.asp?id=22448&themeID=1002&topicID=1013 

· AIDSTAR- ONE, Child Protection/OVC Consultant Assignment in West Africa 
AIDSTAR-One's Orphans and Vulnerable Children (OVC) team is looking for a consultant to develop an OVC/child protection case study focusing on abuse, exploitation, violence and neglect. The case study will highlight the work of an integrated legal/human rights program in Cote d’Ivoire which works to: identify solutions to protection issues faced by vulnerable children; advocate for respect of children’s rights at all levels; train and educate organizations on laws regarding children’s rights; and reinforce local capacity to respond to victims’ needs.  The assignment requires approximately 20 to 25 days, including travel in/to Cote d’Ivoire, and is scheduled to begin in May 2010. Interested candidates should submit their CVs by Friday, April 30 to: mlevy@jsi.com.
· Consultant, Interim and Alternative Care of Separated Children, IRC Haiti

This is a full time consultancy position for three months. The consultant will lead on IRCs care strategy for separated children and will design IRCs strategy for both interim and longer term care arrangements, working closely with case coordinators, case workers, trainers, data entry clerks and the FTR and CYPD Coordinators.  
Terms of Reference is available now at: http://bettercarenetwork.org/bcn/details.asp?id=22449&themeID=1005&topicID=1033 
· Save the Children Sweden - Regional Deputy Director for Eastern and Central Africa Region
Save the Children Sweden is seeking a Regional Deputy Director for Eastern and Central Africa Region stationed in Nairobi, Kenya. The assignment period is for two years starting as soon as possible. The Deputy Regional Director will be responsible for strengthening the systems, planning and practices that promote effective programme implementation and strong operational support functions.

· Save the Children Sweden – Regional Thematic Manager for Child Rights and Good Governance

Save the Children Sweden is also seeking a Regional Thematic Manager for Child Rights and Good Governance for Eastern and Central Africa Region stationed in Nairobi, Kenya. The assignment period is for two years starting as soon as possible.

For both positions, visit: http://www3.rb.se/jobb/jobb_internt.htm or contact the Regional Director Lennart Reinius, at lennartr@ecaf.savethechildren.se.  

Applications deadline: 30 April via http://www.savethechildren.se/About-Us/Job-vacancies

· UNICEF Child Protection Specialist, Nairobi

UNICEF is recruiting a Child Protection Specialist, P-4, Nairobi, Kenya.  Under the general guidance of the Chief, CHEP Section, the Child Protection Specialist will be responsible for the development, planning, implementation, monitoring and evaluation of a component of the sectoral programme. 
· UNICEF Chief Child Protection, P-4, Lusaka, Zambia.  
Under the overall guidance of the Deputy Representative, the Chief Child Protection will be accountable for the development, design, planning, implementation and management of the Child Protection programme within the country programme.
To apply for either post, visit  http://www.unicef.org/about/employ. 

Applications deadline: 30 April 2010.
· Child Rights Assistant, NGO Group for the CRC 

The NGO Group for the CRC seeks Child Rights Assistant.  The selected candidate will support the work of the Secretariat in relation to the CRC and the Human Rights Council (HRC).The NGO Group for the Convention on the Rights of the Child is looking for interns for 6 months for the period of May-October 2010, and for the period of September 2010-February 2011.  At the core of the NGO Group’s activities is the provision of technical assistance and training to national NGOs and coalitions to ensure that they can better promote, implement and monitor the CRC.

View the full job description here, http://www.crin.org/docs/FileManager/Internship%20ad%202010-11new.doc 
Upcoming Conferences
· The International Foster Care Organisation will host its European Regional Training Seminar to take place 4-7 July 2010 at the University of Sussex, Brighton. The seminar will bring together young people, foster carers and organisations committed to the role of foster care in transforming the lives of children and young people.  For more information see http://www.ifco.info/?q=node/302 
· The Latin American Foster Care Network (Relaf) and the Government of Brazil will host Celebration of Experiences: Strengthening Advances to Guarantee the Right to a Family in Brazil on 2-4 September 2010.   For more information visit  http://www.relaf.org/
· Seminar for Extended Family and Friends of the Adoptive Family, Adoption Education will take place in Toronto on 5 June 2010. For more information www.adoptioneducation.ca
· Third International Conference on Adoption Research (ICAR3) will take place 11-15 July 2010. For more information visit:  http://icar3.eu/ 

· 2nd Annual Fostering Services Conference will take place Central London on 17 June 2010.  Facing up to Facebook: The impact of social networking on adoption and fostering will take place Central London on 24 June 2010. For more information www.baaf.org
· UNICAP and Recife-PE will host The First Franco-Brasilian Congress on psychoanalysis, filiation and society with a specific focus on adoption.  The congress will take place 17-25 August 2010.   The congress will focus on adoption.  For more information: www.unicap.br/congresso_adocao
News, Resources, Campaigns!
· NEWS: Poor Placement Practices Could Close Russian Adoptions
Karen Smith Rotabi assesses recent developments in Russian-United States intercountry adoption with considerations for the contributing factors to adoption malpractice and recommendations for reform.  

http://www.legatum.com/newsdisplay.aspx?id=3826 

· NEWS: Effect of Institutional Care on Children
Forbes.com examines some of the scientific research around the harm institutional care poses to children, particularly in emotional and physical development, positive attachment and the ability to thrive.  

http://www.forbes.com/2010/04/20/russia-orphanage-adopt-children-opinions-columnists-medialand.html 

· RESOURCE: Family Preservation Services
The mission of the National Family Preservation Network is to serve as the primary national voice for the preservation of families.  NFPN’s mission is achieved through initiatives in the areas of family preservation, reunification, and father-involvement.  For more information, please visit the Web site at www.nfpn.org or contact Priscilla Martens, Executive Director, email: director@nfpn.org  
· CAMPAIGN: Family Care and Child Protection in Development Policy
 EveryChild is asking people to sign up to a campaign that calls on the world leaders to put family care and child protection at the centre of international development policy. We will use your comments to tell world leaders, meeting at a United Nations Summit later this year, to support families to stay together and find a family for every child who needs one.

http://www.everychilddeservesafamily.org.uk/
General Information
The purpose of the listserv is to enable members to exchange information on matters of mutual concern. If you would like to share a document, raise a specific issue, or reach out in any other way to the Network, please send the information to us at kriordan@unicef.org. In the interest of keeping
messages consolidated, we will manage announcements on the listserv and send out a few messages each month.

We would like to involve as many people as possible who are concerned with better care issues in the Network.  Please advise anyone who would like to be added to the listserv to send us a message at kriordan@unicef.org with "listserv request" in the subject line.

Alternatively, visit the homepage of the Better Care Network website, and click on the upper right box where it says "click here to sign up for our email announcements".

http://www.bettercarenetwork.org  

Best,
Ghazal Keshavarzian and Kathleen Riordan
Better Care Network Secretariat

