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Project Volunteers and Interns in projects with children in developing countries.

Instruction for consultations with children and Young people with care experience.
Background of the consultation

A growing group of Dutch (and international) young people is willing to volunteer in working with children in developing countries. Schools and Universities encourage students to do part of the internships in projects with children in projects with children in developing countries. Effect of this is a flow of young people going abroad and organizations, profit and non-profit, that organize their trips. To ensure that input from these volunteers and interns gives an extra to the lives of children in these projects and does no harm to their emotional wellbeing and development the Better Care Network Netherlands is undertaking a project to develop information for organizations and young people about the do’s and don’ts of working with children in children homes and other alternative care projects. 

Focus Group Discussions (FGD)

To ensure the involvement of the children and learn from their experiences we invite three groups of young people with care experience in Kenya, India and Peru to organize a focus group discussion with children or young people with care experience. For a good result it would be best to have a group of teenagers from the age of 12 or young adults (like the care leavers group in Kenya) with care experience.
Key questions in this FGD are:

· What memories and what feelings do the children have when thinking about the volunteers and short term group leaders from abroad they met during their time in care?

· What did they learn from the volunteers, and what have they learned the volunteers in return.

· What would they recommend the volunteers in order to be well prepared? And to understand their situation and local circumstances?
· Did they experience big mistakes volunteers or interns made? What were those mistakes and how should they be better handled?
· What things the volunteers did were good and appreciated by the children?

· When volunteers returned to their home country, how do they feel about the goodbye and was there contact afterwards? What kind of contact afterwards would you like?

· What is their advice to people that come and work for and with them or their younger peers that are still in care?

We ask you to organize a group discussion that will lead to an advise and a list of do’s and dont’s: what should volunteers know, what should they do, what should they not do?

Method that can be used to organize the group discussions:

1. Ask young people to do a quick think about their experiences and then rank them.
2. Make a top ten list of good experiences and a top ten list of bad experiences: turn this into advice with the children: the ten commandments for volunteers or short term care workers.
3. Send the ten commandments to us.

4. Young children or teenagers can also make a comic strip: picture 1 is the volunteer arriving, picture 10 is the volunteer leaving. Ask the group to fill in the boxes in between.
5. Young children can also make free drawings.

When sending results of the group discussions and/or pictures if the meetings. Please ask the children and young people for permission about the use of their input in a booklet we plan to develop about the do’s and don’t’s of volunteering with children.

THANK YOU!!!!
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